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MEMORANDUM TO:  Historic District Commission  

 

FROM:  Patricia Patula, Planner 

  Jacqueline Marsh, Planner  

 

DATE:  March 28, 2006 

 

SUBJECT:  Staff Analysis  HD-31 – Historic Designation of the  

               Housley/Gaither House  

      106 North Summit Avenue 

 

Section 24-226.c. of the Preservation of Historic Resources Ordinance requires that “prior to the 

closing of the public hearing record the city planning department shall submit its finding and 

recommendations to the historic district commission on the proposed designation.” Accordingly, 

staff submits the following information to fulfill this requirement.  

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

APPLICANT 

 

The City of Gaithersburg Historic District Commission (HDC) is the formal applicant for this 

application. The impetus for this review was the filing of a demolition request by Claudio Joseph, 

General Manager for Maryland Community Development Trust, LLC.  

 

OWNER 

 

Maryland Commercial Development Trust, LLC – Claudio Joseph  

5020 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20016 

240-508-0774 

  

LOCATION OF THE PROPERTY 

 

The property, located at 106 North Summit Avenue, is in the Olde Towne District in Gaithersburg, 

Maryland, and is zoned CBD (Central Business District). Located directly to the north is the 

redevelopment project Bozzuto at North Summit, which will be comprised of 45 dwelling units, 

mainly two-over-two condominium units. To the east and west of the subject property are 

multifamily apartment rental unit buildings. Immediately adjacent to the property coming south, 

there are two small frame structures that were converted from dwelling units to office space usage.  
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

The parcel is identified as: 

 106 North Summit Avenue  

 17,678 square feet, Parcel 773 

 Liber 29626, Folio 394 

 Tax Account Number 09-201-00833560 

 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

 

According to the Maryland Historical Trust Inventory of Historic Properties Form, prepared by Judy 

Christensen, the house was constructed between 1929 and 1935.  

 

ZONING HISTORY 

 

The property was zoned R-20 (Medium Density Residential) prior to the rezoning of CBD (Central 

Business District) effective April 28, 1998.  
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PHYSICAL CONDITION/DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY  

 

The one and a half story (1-1/2) frame house sits on a two parcel lot of land is located on a near-half 

acre of land The house sits upon the south parcel with the northern parcel used as a side yard. A 

driveway north of the house accesses the property.  There is a small accessory building in the rear, 

northwest of the house that has a chimney and a fireplace with a mantle in it, as well as windows and 

doors. The site contains a number of mature trees including a notable large white oak tree on the 

north side lot bordering on Park Avenue.    

 

The dwelling unit at 106 North Summit Avenue is a rectangular craftsman-detailed colonial-style 

side-gabled building has a full width front porch supported by massive front brick piers and heavy 

wooden frame arched openings at the front and sides. The porch is covered by the continuation of 

the roof pitch in the tidewater colonial style. It has a large, central, front-gabled roof dormer with 

two windows. An exterior brick chimney is on the south façade.  The rear façade is a full two stories 

created by a near-full width roof dormer. This was likely to have been an original sleeping porch. 

The exterior cladding is brick on the foundation, chimney and first story, and vinyl clapboard siding 

on the dormers and rear enclosed porches.  The moderately-pitched roof is clad with composition 

shingles. The wide eaves are supported with decorative knee brackets, and have a ventilated siding 

on the underside. The full width front porch is brick with a concrete floor and massive short brick 

columns are at each end.  A brick half wall with drainage holes forms the balustrade.   

 

The facades are generally regular.  The front has a central entry door in the north bay and a pair of 

windows in the south bay. The south façade has one window in the gable and windows in each bay 

of the first story. There is a coal chute hatch west of the chimney in the foundation.  The north 

façade has a window in each east and west bay and a side entrance in the center. The rear porches 

and dormers have been closed with vinyl siding.  The windows in the enclosed rear porch are one- 

over-one modern windows while the dormer and others are six-over-one and are probably original.  

 

MASTER PLAN CONSIDERATIONS 

 

The 2004 Olde Towne District Master Plan gave the parcel consideration in its proposed 

recommendations and improvements in the Sector 5 section: 

 

“Sector 5 is a large area characterized by multi-family dwellings with a few City-owned, 

underutilized parcels along Summit Avenue. Much of Sector 5 is proposed to remain in its existing 

condition for the near future. However, opportunities for new development and redevelopment do 

exist within the sector.” 

 

“Several city-owed parcels along the west side of Summit Avenue between Brookes and Park 

Avenues do offer significant development opportunity in the near-term. The development of these 

sites into a higher-density residential community of fee-simple town homes and/or two-over-two 

condominiums would diversity Olde Towne’s housing stock and tenure, as well as improve the 

visual quality and pedestrian environment of the area.”  
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The site is also listed in the draft Historic Preservation Element of the City’s Master Plan under a list 

of site on the list of Olde Towne Historic Resources. Under the Historic Preservation Element’s 

“Objectives” a recommendation states to: 

 

“Preserve resources in conjunction with the Olde Towne Master Plan wherever possible. This 

may include relocation, adaptive re-use integration into new projects, or inclusion in the 

proposed Olde Towne Heritage District.” 

 

HISTORY OF OWNERSHIP 

 

The property at 106 North Summit Avenue is part of the original Deer Park tract patented by 

Jeremiah Crabb in 1723. The Southern half of Deer Park was primarily associated with the Clopper 

and Hutton family.  

 

1870 Mary Augusta (Clopper) Hutton receives 229.5 acres from the Francis Clopper’s Deer 

 Park estate  

 

1930 Wiley and Alberta Housley are listed as the renters of 106 North Summit Avenue, 

according to the U.S. Census 

1937 Wiley and Alberta Housley purchase the land at 106 North Summit Avenue, along with 

two abutting parcels, from Mary Augusta Hutton 

1957 Alberta Housley dies; Wiley Housley sells the house and land to Elizabeth, Thelma, and 

Agnes  (“Jackie”) Gaither as joint tenants 

1986 Jackie Gaither dies, the house is included in her estate 

1986 The property is sold to Daniel and Joan Hixon 

2005     The Hixon’s sell the property to The Maryland Commercial Development Trust, LLC 

 

CHRONOLOGY OF HD-31 RECORD 

 

The record for the designation of this site documents compliance with provisions set forth in the 

Preservation of Historic Preservation Resources Ordinance. 

 

December 15, 2005 Claudio Joseph applies for demolition of 106 North Summit Avenue  

January 8, 2006 Visit to site by the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee (HPAC) and 

staff 

February 2, 2006 HPAC reviewed significance and made recommendation to HDC for 

designation as a local site 

February 21, 2006 HDC holds policy discussion for staff guidance on 106 North Summit Avenue 

February 24, 2006 Legal ads placed, property posted 

March 20, 2006 Joint Public Hearing held by Historic District Commission with Planning 

Commission 

March 28, 2006 Planning Commission record closed 

March 30, 2006  Staff Analysis prepared and submitted to the record 

April 5, 2006 Recommendation to HDC by Planning Commission 

April 13, 2006 HDC record closed 

April 18, 2006 Policy Discussion by HDC 
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STAFF EVALUATION:  

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL 

 

Staff recommends approval of Historic Designation HD-31, for the designation of the 

Houesly/Gaither House, at 106 North Summit Avenue, Gaithersburg, Maryland, as a local 

historic site.  

 

The property meets the following criteria for historic designation as stated in the Preservation of 

Historic Resources Ordinance, Section 24-226, of the City Code. 

 

(1)   Section 24-226(b)(1) Historical and Cultural Significance.  

  The historic resource: 

 

a. Has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the city and county 

c. Is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society 

 

This popularized craftsman-style residence at 106 North Summit Avenue, was one of the second 

generation houses built by old Gaithersburg families in the new commercial area of Gaithersburg 

developed after the railroad opened in 1873.  Its history shows the residential expansion of this area 

of Gaithersburg north on Summit Avenue reflecting how the City was growing at the time that it was 

built. It was owned by families connected with the Briggs and Gaither families who were among the 

founding families of the City.   There are very few buildings left in the City with connection to the 

Gaither family, their ancestor being Benjamin Gaither, after whom the City is named. 

 

In 1937, William and Alberta Housely bought both parcels, each close to 9,000 square feet, from 

Mary August Hutton, member of another of the founding families.   Based upon the 1930 census, it 

is assumed that the Housely’s were living in the house at that time, setting the construction date 

about 1929.  Alberta Housely was the daughter of Samuel Benjamin Briggs and granddaughter of 

John Wesley Briggs, both prominent and influential citizens in their day. 

 

The Gaither descendants who purchased the house in 1957 lived there for almost thirty years, well 

establishing the name to the homestead.  The particular Gaither owners of the property were 

Elizabeth G. Gaither, daughter-in-law of William R. Gaither, who was a cousin to Benjamin Gaither, 

and her two daughters, Thelma and Agnes, granddaughters of William R. Gaither,.   Agnes, known 

as Jackie and the last to have lived there, was active in City affairs, participating in the U.S. Bi-

Centennial Committee in 1975-1976 and the Gaithersburg Centennial Committee in 1977 and 1978.  

She also was well known for her artistic talents which came to the notice of the population through 

her awards at the County Fair.   This type of family connection to the City’s past should not be lost.   

 

Therefore, the site has character and value as part of the development and heritage of the City, and is 

identified with a group of persons who influenced society. 
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(2)  Section 24-226(b)(2)  Architectural and Design Significance.   

  The historic resource: 

a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction 

f. Embodies design, setting, materials, workmanship and ambience to the city’s sense 

of time, place and historic development 

 

The circa 1929 one and a half story bungalow is an intact example of a popularized vernacular 

edition of the Arts and Crafts style.   The house retains much of its original materials and embodies 

the original craftsman style features: bracketed eaves; wide eave overhang; massive tapered square 

porch columns; tongue and groove beaded siding; wood-sash six over one windows used singly, 

paired, and in strings of three; plain board window and door surround; and a massive arched front 

porch.  The porch is covered by the continuation of the roof pitch in the tidewater colonial style.  

The house has a large, central, front-gable roof dormer with two windows and an exterior brick 

chimney.   The colonial-styled side-gabled craftsman house has a full two-story rear façade created 

by a near-full width roof dormer.  This may have originally been a sleeping porch (used in the 

summer because there was no air conditioning).  The exterior cladding is brick on the foundation, 

chimney and first story, and vinyl clapboard siding (not original) on the dormers and rear enclosed 

porches. It is in structurally good condition as is the exterior demonstrating quality of materials and 

workmanship from a bygone era. 

 

The unique outbuilding appears to be original and is unusual in that it has a fireplace and several 

windows in addition to the entrance door.  This may have been used to provide services to the house, 

such as laundry or a kitchen.  The side yard has a semi-paved driveway and mature trees including a 

notable white oak. The broader environmental setting which surrounds the subject property has been 

drastically altered with the construction of apartment buildings and townhouses reflecting the 

ongoing growth of the City. 

 

As stated before, this house was built during the residential expansion  on North Summit Avenue. 

This is one of the last three single family detached dwellings on North Summit Avenue and the only 

Arts and Craft style home.  

 

Therefore, the structures embody distinctive characteristics of a particular type, period and method 

of construction as well as embodying design, setting, materials, workmanship and ambience to the 

city’s sense of time, place and historic development. 

 

SUPPORTING CONSIDERATIONS  

 

HPAC support.  The Historic Preservation Advisory Committee (HPAC) supports the designation of 

the site, because as a historic resource the house meets historic designation criteria, however, the 

Committee recommends that historic designation should not hinder further development of the site. 

Specially, the members recommended the buildings (the house and outbuilding) be kept, but not to 

close off all opportunities for redevelopment or for future construction of the site. The applicant 

should explore other alternatives and consider different options for the property.  

 

Tax Credit Eligibility. Once the property is designated as a local historic site, the property owner will 

be eligible for tax credit programs for qualifying work.  The first is the Montgomery County Historic 
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Property Tax Credit for Ten Percent of documented expenses for exterior maintenance, restoration, 

or preservation.  The State of Maryland also offers a tax credit to owners of historic properties.  This 

program is administered by the Maryland Historical Trust and provides a twenty percent income tax 

credit for interior and exterior rehabilitation of a certified structure.  The federal level of tax credits 

will probably not be applicable to this property since the house is not National Register eligible.  

There is also a lesser known investment credit of ten percent for buildings constructed before 1936 

which may be applicable. 

 

Redevelopment Potential.  Redevelopment of this property would allow the property owner to 

incorporate the existing structure into the development plans as has been done in other parts of Olde 

Towne, such as some of the buildings on Russell Avenue and East Diamond Avenue. 
 










































































































































































































































